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RQgUaWXlaWiRQV RQ geWWiQg
maUUied! WhaW aQ e[ciWiQg
Wime . . .  aQd SRWeQWiall\
RYeUZhelmiQg. 

AV \RX diYe iQWR all Whe deWailV Rf
YeQXe, flRZeUV, cake, aWWiUe, mXVic,
dpcRU, eWc., cRQVideU WRSSiQg \RXU WR-
dR liVW ZiWh Whe ViQgle mRVW imSRUWaQW
iWem Rf all: \RXU maUUiage liceQVe. 

WKaW LV PaUULaJe, UeaOO\?

TheUe aUe maQ\ ZeddiQg WUadiWiRQV iQ
maQ\ cXlWXUeV, aQd iW iV iQWeUeVWiQg
WhaW Whe maUUiage liceQVe iVQµW alZa\V
Whe #1 SUiRUiW\ RQ Whe ZeddiQg
SlaQQiQg liVW. TR be legall\ maUUied,
\RXU RfficiaQW ZiWQeVVeV \RXU YRZV,
aQd VigQV \RXU liceQVe. ThaWµV
WechQicall\ all WhaW iV UeTXiUed. The
UeVW Rf Whe SageaQWU\ fXlfillV \RXU YiViRQ
Rf hRZ \RX ZaQW WR celebUaWe iW ZiWh
\RXU famil\ aQd fUieQdV, ZheWheU
UeligiRXV beliefV aUe iQclXded RU QRW. 

WKeUe WR RbWaLQ a PaUULaJe OLceQVe,
aQd KRZ?

GeWWiQg maUUied iQ Whe VWaWe ZheUe \RX
UeVide? 

BegiQ ZiWh a Zeb VeaUch Rf Whe
SURbaWe cRXUW iQ Whe cRXQW\ ZheUe \RX
liYe. MRVW cRXQWieV QRZ RffeU RQliQe
aSSlicaWiRQ WR begiQ Whe SURceVV;
VRme UeTXiUe aQ aSSRiQWmeQW. B\ laZ,
bRWh SaUWieV mXVW aSSeaU iQ SeUVRQ aW
Whe cRXUWhRXVe, aQd mXVW SURYide a
Yalid ID, VRcial VecXUiW\ QXmbeU (if \RX
haYe RQe), aQd SURRf Rf UeVideQce,
VXch aV a XWiliW\ bill, leaVe agUeemeQW
RU baQk VWaWemeQW.

EYeU\WKLQJ \RX Qeed WR NQRZ abRXW
RbWaLQLQJ \RXU PaUULaJe OLceQVe.
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Each county has unique
requirements, so read it all carefully.
The fee may differ too. Here are two
examples for Ohio: In 2024, the fee
for obtaining your license in Franklin
County is $65.; in Licking County it’s
$70. Franklin County does not require
an appointment, and if you arrive
before 4:00 pm with all of the required
documents, they will issue it on the
same day; Licking County requires an
appointment. In larger cities such as
Columbus or during inclement
weather, allow extra time to find (and
pay for) parking. 

Getting married out of state? You’ll
need to locate the Probate Court of
the county where the ceremony is
taking place and meet their
requirements.

A marriage license is good for 60 days
from the date it’s issued and is good
anywhere in that state. If your
ceremony is rescheduled outside of
that timeframe, it will need to be
reissued. 

You’ll receive two items that day: a
marriage license (good for 60 days),
and a marriage certificate, which your
officiant will sign on the day of your
wedding and mail it to the Probate
Court so it can be filed with the state.

WhR caQ PaUU\ \RX? 

Make sure that your chosen officiant
has both a minister’s license and –
most importantly – a License to
Solemnize Marriages in the State
where your wedding ceremony is
taking place. (If your officiant does not
have the license with the State, it
won’t be legal.)

Interview officiants to ensure you
choose one who will deliver your
ceremony exactly as you want it to be
(not how they want it to be). Provide
them with information about your
religious/spiritual beliefs, your
personalities, your hobbies, your
careers, and other interests so it can
be extra relevant and special. 

Don’t know where to begin with your
ceremony? Your officiant ought to
offer ideas and a basic rundown. I
have many couples say to me: “We
just want something simple,” however
your family and friends want
something memorable, and so will you
when it’s all said and done.

WhaW haSSeQV ZiWh Whe liceQVe Whe
da\ Rf Whe ZeddiQg?

Remember that it’s literally the most
important thing on your list? Make
sure it’s there on your wedding day!

CRQVideU WRSSiQg \RXU WR-dR liVW
ZiWh Whe ViQgle PRVW iPSRUWaQW iWeP
Rf alll: \RXU PaUUiage liceQVe.



I aVN P\ cRXSOeV WR bULQJ WKeLU OLceQVe
SacNeW WR Pe aW WKeLU UeKeaUVaO, aQd I
NeeS LW LQ P\ caUe, VR LW dReVQµW JeW
ORVW LQ WKe VKXffOe. OU \RX Pa\ aSSRLQW
a UeVSRQVLbOe faPLO\ PePbeU RU fULeQd
WR bULQJ LW aQd JLYe LW WR \RXU RffLcLaQW
befRUe WKe ceUePRQ\ beJLQV.

RePePbeU WKaW \RX UeceLYed WZR
LWePV? YRXU RffLcLaQW ZLOO VLJQ bRWK
LPPedLaWeO\ fROORZLQJ WKe ceUePRQ\.
YRX PLJKW ZaQW WR KaYe \RXU
SKRWRJUaSKeU(V) SOaQ WR WaNe SKRWRV Rf
WKe VLJQLQJ. TKeUeµV QRWKLQJ \RX aUe
UeTXLUed WR VLJQ WKaW da\. YRX aOUead\
VLJQed \RXU QaPeV aW WKe cRXUWKRXVe. 

YRXU PaUULaJe OLceQVe LV \RXUV WR
NeeS. YRXU RffLcLaQW WaNeV caUe Rf WKe
ceUWLfLcaWe ° Ke/VKe LV UeTXLUed b\ OaZ
WR NeeS a cRS\ Rf LW aQd PaLO WKe
RULJLQaO WR WKe cRXUWKRXVe. WLWQeVV
VLJQaWXUeV RQ WKe OLceQVe XVed WR be a
WKLQJ; KRZeYeU, IµP QRWLcLQJ WKaW WKe\
KaYe beeQ RPLWWed fURP PaUULaJe
OLceQVeV LQ PaQ\ cRXQWLeV. TKe
OLceQVe LV WKe RQe \RX NeeS aQ\Za\. 

HoZ to accomplish a name
change?

YRX ZLOO QRW UeceLYe aQ\WKLQJ fURP WKe
cRXUWKRXVe afWeU WKe ZeddLQJ. YRXU
RffLcLaQW VKRXOd PaLO \RXU ceUWLfLcaWe WR
WKe cRXUWKRXVe RQ WKe fLUVW bXVLQeVV
da\ afWeU WKe ZeddLQJ. FUaQNOLQ
CRXQW\ KaV WROd Pe WKaW LW LV eQWeUed
LQWR WKeLU V\VWeP WKe da\ WKe\ UeceLYe
LW. 

IQVLde WKe SacNeW \RX RULJLQaOO\
UeceLYed WKe da\ \RX ZeQW WR WKe
cRXUWKRXVe WRJeWKeU, WKeUe LV aQ
aSSOLcaWLRQ fRU a ceUWLfLed abVWUacW Rf
\RXU PaUULaJe ceUWLfLcaWe Lf RQe RU bRWK
Rf \RX ZLVK WR cKaQJe \RXU OaVW QaPe
(WKLV Pa\ aOVR be dRQe RQOLQe Lf \RXU
cRXUWKRXVe RffeUV WKaW RSWLRQ. FUaQNOLQ
CRXQW\ dReV, aQd WKe fee LV a
ZKRSSLQJ $2. ° SURbabO\ WKe OeaVW
e[SeQVLYe LWeP Rf \RXU eQWLUe
ZeddLQJ!). 

OQce \RX UeceLYe \RXU ceUWLfLed
abVWUacW, WaNe LW WR \RXU ORcaO SRcLaO
SecXULW\ RffLce fLUVW. OQce \RXU QeZ
SRcLaO SecXULW\ caUd LV LVVXed, \RX
Pa\ WKeQ WaNe WKaW WR WKe BMV WR
KaYe \RXU OLceQVe/SKRWR ID XSdaWed,
aQd WKeQ \RXU baQN aQd RWKeU
accRXQWV, \RXU MRb, \RXU XWLOLWLeV, eWc.

 HaSS\ ZeddLQJ SOaQQLQJ!
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